
Your Insulation

Time 
to Change 

For years, we have been told that Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) is not as good as other 
insulations. Is this true? 

There have been many myths that have been 
spread about EPS over the years.  Some of these 
myths refer back to an extinct product called bead 
board. 

Modern day Engineered EPS is so different and 
technologically advanced, it’s amazing some still 
g e t c o n f u s e d . E P S h a s m a d e m a j o r  
advancements in chemistry, fusion, expansion, 
steam quality and TQM. Plymouth Foam, the 
leader in foam, has state-of-the-art proprietary 
manufacturing technology to make the product 
even better. 

As EPS continues to grow even more popular and 
gain market share, competitors have continued to 
spread these old myths. The bad news for them is 
these myths have been BUSTED. 

Numerous studies done around the world are 
proving that EPS is not only “the safe insulation” 
but that it holds its R-value better, is extremely 
durable, great in freeze-thaw cycling, has great 
drying potential and outperforms all rigid foam 
insulations. 

Learn even more at 
goplymouthfoam.com

Plymouth Foam is a family owned business 
since 1978, that is headquartered in Plymouth 
Wisconsin with factories in the Midwest. They 
have grown into one of the nations leading 
manufacturers of foam insulation products. The 
company was built on the foundation of a 
distinct set of principles: provide a quality 
product and superior service that meets or 
exceeds our customers needs today, and strive 
to serve them tomorrow with innovative new 
solutions as their needs continually evolve. We 
feel these principles are more valid today than 
ever as we partner with our customers to meet 
the ongoing challenges that face them.

1800 Sunset Dr. - Plymouth, WI 53073
920-889-0021

goplymouthfoam.com

Disclaimer of Liability
Technical information contained herein is furnished without charge or obligation and is given and accepted 
at recipient’s sole risk. Because conditions of use may vary and are beyond our control, Go Plymouth 
Foam.com makes no representation about, and is not responsible or liable for the accuracy or reliability of 
data associated with particular uses of any product described herein.



EPS does not suffer from the same plight as 
XPS in regards to “Off Gassing.” XPS has 
blowing agents that initially give it a higher R-
value, but these gasses escape over time, 
lowering the R-value. 

Higher R-Value Retention  

EPS below grade insulation is better than XPS

Engineered EPS can be made in various 
densities and can achieve compressive strength 
up to 8,640 lbs/ft and flexural strength up to 
10,800 lbs/ft. It is amazing that such a light 
product, that is 98% air, is so strong. 

Durability  
EPS insulation is non-hygroscopic and does not 
readily absorb moisture from the atmosphere. 
Its closed-cell structure reduces the absorption  
of moisture into the insulation material yet it can  
readily expel any absorbed moisture.

Moisture Management  

Due to the R-value stability of EPS, Plymouth 
Foam offers a lifetime limited 100% R-Value 
Warranty. XPS offers a 90% R-value warranty.  

100% R-Value Warranty  
EPS does not have VOCs or other harmful 
chemicals in its product.  XPS use of chemical 
HFCs has been deemed to have a high GWP. 

No Harmful Chemicals   
R-value cost per inch is far less in EPS 
insulation vs XPS Insulation. Value engineering 
can be used to save $1,000s on projects.

Cost Advantage 

Superior Bonding  Made in Wisconsin  
Due to the manufacturing process, EPS and 
XPS provide a far different exterior surface.  
EPS cell structure provides superior bonding. 

Plymouth Foam’s EPS is made in Wisconsin 
and brings jobs, reduces taxes and helps create 
a better economy for our state. Made in USA. 

Engineered EPS is superior in customizing 
thickness, lengths, shapes, tapers, chases and 
can even have reflective laminates attached. 

Customizable

Smoke Development  

A S T M E 8 4 t e s t m e t h o d f o r b u r n i n g 
characteristic show that typically EPS has a 
lower smoke development than XPS. 

Lower GWP  

EPS, the safe insulation, has a lower Global 
Warming Potential than XPS. Transportation 
costs are usually lower also lowering GWP.

Recycle Accessibility 

With over 200 EPS recycling centers in the 
United States it is easy to see that not only is it 
100% recyclable, but it easy to do.   


